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Meeting Minutes Regular Meeting of the
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, October 9, 2024
6:45 PM
Council Chambers

Committee Members
Chairman Benson Alderman Musillami Alderman Finn

1. CALL TO ORDER.

Chairman Benson called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM.
2. ROLL CALL

Present:	Chairman Benson, Alderman Finn and Alderman Musillami
Also Present: 	Mayor McDermott, City Clerk Kmet, Alderman Mikolyzk, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, Courtney Bolt, City Administrator Paul, Finance Director Schutter, Building Commissioner Wagner, and Chief Klimek and Public Works Superintendent Serna
3. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC.

None. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 27, 2024.

4.a.  Approval of the Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes – March 27, 2024.

The minutes of the regular meeting of March 27, 2024 were previously distributed to the members of the Infrastructure Committee. 
A motion was made by Alderman Musillami to approve the minutes from the March 27, 2024 meeting, seconded by Alderman Finn and motion carried unanimously.

5. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND IF SO DETERMINED, ACTION UPON:

5.a. Approval to auction off old Public Works Equipment.

Public Works Superintendent Serna stated that Public Works has old equipment that has reached its life expectancy.  

The Police Department has used GovDeals in the past to discard old equipment.  The staff is requesting to use the same company to sell a 1992 Ford dump truck, 2002 ESDA Ford Explorer, and a 1988 Ford Highranger.  

Chairman Benson asked for a motion to consider an auction to sell the old Public Works equipment.  Alderman Finn made the motion and it was seconded by Alderman Musillami, the motion carried unanimously.  

5.b.	Request to waive the formal bid process and award a contract to Peterbilt Motors Company Sourcewell in the amount of $148,722.47 for the purchase of a new dump truck/plow.

Public Works Superintendent Serna stated that the dump truck is due to be replaced in 2026.  The staff has looked into purchasing a new dump truck.  The lead time for the build of the dump truck is approximately a year wait.  The staff is looking for approval to purchase the dump truck now but it will not be completed until the spring of 2026.  


Staff is recommending to waive the formal bid process to purchase a new Peterbilt dump truck/plow in the amount of $148,722.47.  

Chairman Benson asked for a motion to consider waiving the formal bid process and award a contract to Peterbilt Motors Company Sourcewell in the amount of $148,722.47 for the purchase of a new dump truck/plow.  Alderman Finn made the motion and it was seconded by Alderman Musillami, the motion carried unanimously.  

5.c.	Request to waive the formal bid process and award a contract to Monroe in the amount of $114,367.00 for the purchase of the hydraulic system for the Peterbilt dump truck/plow.

Public Works Superintendent Serna stated that the Public Works Department is looking to purchase a new Peterbilt dump truck chassis.  The new dump truck does not come with the bed, salt spreader, and plow which is why we have to purchase it separately.  Staff is recommending to purchase the body and hydraulic system/plow for the new dump truck.  

Chairman Benson asked for a motion to consider waiving the formal bid process and award a contract to Monroe in the amount of $114,367.00 for the purchase of the hydraulic system for the Peterbilt dump truck/plow.  Alderman Musillami made the motion and it was seconded by Alderman Finn, the motion carried unanimously.  

5.d.	Consideration of an agreement with BSI online for RPZ backflow data collection.

Public Works Superintendent Serna stated that Illinois requires that we collect our RPZ data on an annual basis.  

Backflow prevention is a critical measure for maintaining the safety and integrity of potable water systems.  Backflow occurs when contaminated water flows backward into the clean water supply, potentially introducing hazardous materials, chemicals, or waste into public drinking water sources.  

Staff reached out to two companies for bids on collecting RPZ backflow testing data.  BSI Online was the lowest bidder.  The service provided by BSI Online will be at no cost to the City but it will be $12.95 per report paid by the owner annually.  

Chairman Benson asked for a motion to consider an agreement with BSI Online for RPZ backflow data collections.  Alderman Finn made the motion and it was seconded by Alderman Musillami, the motion was carried unanimously.

 5.e.	Discussion on revising front yard setbacks.

Building Commissioner Wagner stated that if you go back to the history of the setbacks it was amended in 1966 to 30 feet.  In 1980 we decided to have 30 feet or the average of the houses on either side.  It was also stated that the front yard setback should never be less than 30 feet setbacks for front yards.  In 2017 we changed the setback from the 30 feet and then the average of the two houses on either side to just 30 feet in the front yard setback in our one zoning district.  The suggestion would be, either to change it from 30 feet to 35 feet or to change it back from 2017 to 30 feet or the average of the two houses on either side.  



Chairman Benson asked if we used the 30 feet or the average, how would you enforce which one to use if a resident says they want to keep it at 30 feet because their neighbors are back 45 feet?  I don’t want to pay that much for a longer brick paver driveway.  

Building Commissioner Wagner stated that we would take the average of the two front setbacks on either side of the house.  If it was 10 feet on one side and 10 feet on the other side then it would be 5 feet.  Then they would have to go back 35 feet.  In Ward 2 and Ward 3 it would really go to the average of the houses next to each other.  

Alderman Musillami stated a couple years ago we had a problem on the 600 block of Catherine, when they built the house and the house next to them was way back and it was going to take away a big portion of their backyard.  I think you have to go case by case or keep it at 30 feet.  I sat through a couple meetings with them and went through the zoning and it would have really impacted it.  They built the house at the 30 feet sight line.  

Alderman Finn stated that he would like to keep them all uniform but if you have a bunch of houses that are already set back, there’s not much you can do about that.  

Chairman Benson stated that it sounds like the uniformity to be ok for the 30 feet setback in Ward 1, except maybe in some of the older areas and some of the bigger lots over by 57th Street.  For Ward 3 it sounds like it would be okay but for Ward 2 they may have some issues due to the older homes.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor McDermott stated that we can give some discretion to the Building Commissioner in certain instances.  Does that make your life more difficult?  Building Commissioner Wagner stated that it would be more difficult for us to determine what the setbacks should be.  In the past, what we did was use the norm of 30 feet and then they would come in for a variance.  We can discuss going from 30 feet to 35 feet.

Alderman Musillami said that if we go with the 30 feet setback it would be uniform and the option could always be to go with a variance.  If zoning does there job everything would be correct.  

Chairman Benson stated that the first thing we need to do is when someone comes in to build a new home or remodel an addition we should google search to see what the houses on either side look like.  If there is a big discrepancy we would have to review it and set some guidelines to give Mr. Wagner on what direction and leeway he has to work with.

Mr. Benson said we’re going to keep the setback at 30 feet or the discretion of the Building Commissioner and Zoning Administrator.  If we have any weird situations that come up in Ward 2 they will have to go to zoning.  We can address the issues on a case by case basis.

6. OTHER COMMITTEE BUSINESS.
 
None.

7. ADJOURN.

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Musillami motioned to adjourn, seconded by Alderman Finn and motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Benson declared the meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM.

APPROVED:
Respectfully Submitted,


Alderman Mark Benson, Chairman
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